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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

The Montclair Foundation/Van Vleck House & Gardens Announces Fall 2026 Cultural Arts
Series

Dynamic Season Features Film, Literature, Music, and Theater with Acclaimed Artists,
Authors, Musicians, and Storytellers

MONTCLAIR, N.J. - September 2, 2026

The Montclair Foundation/Van Vleck House & Gardens is pleased to announce its Fall 2026
Cultural Arts Series, a curated lineup of engaging programs that bring together acclaimed
artists, thought leaders, musicians, and performers for unforgettable cultural experiences in one
of Montclair's most distinctive settings. The series opens September 17 and continues through
December with four events that celebrate storytelling, artistic excellence, intellectual
exploration, and community connection.

"The Cultural Arts Series embodies the spirit of Van Vleck House & Gardens as a vibrant cultural
hub where art, ideas, and community intersect," said Kay Sarlin Wright, Executive Director of
The Montclair Foundation. "This season brings together an exceptional range of artistic voices
and perspectives, from renowned filmmakers and distinguished academics to accomplished
musicians, actors, and theater visionaries. We are especially proud to spotlight the remarkable
talent that lives and works right here in Montclair while offering audiences opportunities for
inspiration, dialogue, and discovery right in their own backyard."

"As stewards of Van Vleck House & Gardens, we are committed to ensuring that this historic
property continues to serve as a meaningful resource for the community,"” said Jeff Delaney,
Chair of The Montclair Foundation Board of Trustees. "The Cultural Arts Series reflects our belief
that access to high-quality arts and educational programming enriches community life and helps
connect people across generations and interests. We are proud to support experiences that
make Van Vleck a place where people gather, learn, and grow."

"The Cultural Arts Series continues to demonstrate the important role the arts play in
strengthening community and enriching civic life," said Cal Trevenen, Board Member of The
Montclair Foundation. "This season's lineup reflects both artistic excellence and broad
community appeal, bringing nationally recognized talent together with local voices. We are
proud to support programs that inspire curiosity, foster connection, and enhance Montclair's
reputation as a vibrant center for culture and learning."

Chris and Martina: The Final Set
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September 17, 2026 | 6:30 p.m.
Free Admission with Reserved Ticket

The season opens with a special screening of Netflix's Chris and Martina: The Final Set, an
intimate portrait of tennis legends Chris Evert and Martina Navratilova and their extraordinary
careers, rivalry, friendship, and enduring legacies. Following the screening, director Rebecca
Gitlitz, a Montclair resident, and executive producer and Sports Illlustrated senior writer Jon
Wertheim will discuss the making of the documentary and participate in an audience Q&A.

Through the Gates of Hell: American Injustice at Guantdanamo Bay

September 30, 2026 | 7:00 p.m.

Author and human rights attorney Joshua Colangelo-Bryan joins the series to discuss his
acclaimed book, Through the Gates of Hell, which recounts his experience representing a
detainee at Guantadanamo Bay and the unlikely friendship that developed between the two men
through their shared pursuit of justice. Colangelo-Bryan will be joined by John Torpey,
Presidential Professor of Sociology and History and Director of the Ralph Bunche Institute for
International Studies at the CUNY Graduate Center.

Admission is $15 for members and $20 for non-members and includes a signed copy of the
book.

New Jersey Symphony Chamber Players: String Quartet
October 17, 2026 | 7:00 p.m.

The New Jersey Symphony returns to Van Vleck House & Gardens for an intimate evening of
chamber music featuring works by Haydn, Beethoven, Mendelssohn, and Amy Beach. Audiences
will experience world-class musicians up close in the elegant setting that has become a hallmark
of the Cultural Arts Series.

Admission is $45 for members and $50 for non-members.
The Precipice
December 1 & 2, 2026 | 7:00 p.m.

The fall season concludes with two performances of The Precipice, an original musical written
by Montclair songwriter, storyteller, and singer Miranda Ferriss-Jones. Created by Ferriss-Jones,
the production explores themes of sisterhood, identity, and the wildness we carry within us.
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Ferriss-Jones will be joined by fellow Montclair resident and Tony Award-winning Broadway star
Laura Benanti and an accomplished ensemble of theatrical talent.

Admission is $45 for members and $50 for non-members.

https://montclairfoundation.org/cultural-arts-series/

New for Fall 2026: All-Access Culture Pass

The Montclair Foundation is introducing a limited-availability Fall 2026 All-Access Culture Pass,
offering audiences the opportunity to enjoy the complete season with an elevated experience.

The $200 pass includes:
e Admission to all four Fall 2026 Cultural Arts Series programs
e Guaranteed premium seating within the first three rows
e Reserved parking at Van Vleck House & Gardens

The pass also provides an opportunity to support The Montclair Foundation's ongoing work to
bring exceptional cultural programming to the community. Tickets and All-Access Culture Passes
are available now at www.montclairfoundation.org.

About The Montclair Foundation/Van Vleck House & Gardens

The Montclair Foundation is a 501(c)(3) nonprofit organization dedicated to enriching the
greater Montclair community through philanthropy, cultural programming, historic
preservation, education, and public engagement. For more than 47 years, we have invested in
organizations, programs, and initiatives that enhance the quality of life for those who live, work,
and visit Montclair and its surrounding communities. Through grantmaking, community
partnerships, and charitable giving, we support efforts that strengthen our community and
create lasting impact. As the steward of Van Vleck House & Gardens since 1993, we are
committed to preserving one of Montclair's most treasured historic and horticultural landmarks
while providing meaningful opportunities for learning, inspiration, arts and cultural experiences,
and community connection. We also serve as a vehicle for individuals and families who wish to
make a lasting investment in the community's future through charitable contributions, endowed
funds, and legacy gifts. Together with our donors, partners, volunteers, and supporters, we are
helping to ensure that Montclair continues to thrive for generations to come.
www.montclairfoundation.org
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