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Join Us for a Faerie Ballet and a Season of Fall Family Fun at Van Vleck House & 

Gardens 

MONTCLAIR, NJ – September 1, 2026 - Families are invited to begin the fall season with a touch 

of magic at Van Vleck House & Gardens when Mosaic Dance Theater Company presents Inside 

the Faerie Realm this Saturday, September 5, 2026, from 10:00 a.m. to 11:00 a.m. 

Performed on the terrace behind the historic Van Vleck House, this original fairy-themed ballet 

will transport audiences into an enchanting world of imagination, movement, and storytelling. 

Following the performance, children and families are invited to visit the Fairy Garden and build 

their own fairy homes. Young guests are encouraged to wear fairy costumes and bring blankets 

or lawn chairs for seating. 

Inside the Faerie Realm serves as the perfect kickoff to Van Vleck's robust schedule of fall 

children's and family programming, offering opportunities for exploration, creativity, nature 

discovery, and seasonal celebration throughout the autumn months. 

"Our fall season is filled with opportunities for children and families to learn together through 

exploration and outdoor activities amidst the beautiful gardens of Van Vleck," said Michelle 

Wiessner, Director of Education at The Montclair Foundation/Van Vleck House & Gardens. 

"Spending time in nature can improve overall health and wellbeing, so we invite you to take a 

break from screentime and reconnect with the natural world by participating in Nature 

Explorers, Tales on the Trails, Outdoor Adventures, Garden to Table, or one of our special 

seasonal events. We are excited to welcome both new and returning families for a season of 

discovery, creativity, and fun for the whole family." 

 

Fall Family Highlights 

Inside the Faerie Realm 

Saturday, September 5, 2026 | 10:00 a.m. to 11:00 a.m. 



 
Mosaic Dance Theater Company's original fairy-themed ballet invites families into a magical 

world of imagination, movement, and storytelling. Following the performance, children can visit 

the Fairy Garden and build fairy homes. Guests are encouraged to wear fairy costumes and 

bring blankets or lawn chairs. 

 

Nature Explorers 

Young naturalists can investigate the wonders of the garden through hands-on activities, 

outdoor discovery, and seasonal science exploration. 

• September 12, 10:30 a.m. to 12:30 p.m. 

• October 10, 10:30 a.m. to 12:30 p.m. 

• December 19, 10:30 a.m. to 12:30 p.m. 

 

Tales on the Trails 

This beloved preschool series combines stories, nature walks, and crafts. 

• September 16: Fall into Autumn, 1:00 p.m. to 2:00 p.m. 

• October 14: Acorns & Oaks, 1:00 p.m. to 1:30 p.m. 

• November 18: Woodland Friends, 1:00 p.m. to 1:30 p.m. 

• December 16: Cardinals in the Winter, 1:00 p.m. to 1:30 p.m. 

 

Outdoor Adventures 

Families explore the natural world through scavenger hunts, crafts, and outdoor investigations. 

• September 19: Autumn Blooms, 10:00 a.m. to 12:00 p.m. 

• October 17: Spiders, 10:00 a.m. to 12:00 p.m. 

• November 14: Fall Leaf Fun, 10:00 a.m. to 12:00 p.m. 

• December 12: Winter Birding, 10:00 a.m. to 12:00 p.m. 

 



 
Garden to Table 

Young chefs harvest, learn, and create seasonal treats together. 

• September 17: Veggie Pizza, 4:00 p.m. to 5:00 p.m. 

• October 8: Pumpkin Hummus, 4:00 p.m. to 5:00 p.m. 

• November 12: Spinach & Garlic Waffles, 4:00 p.m. to 5:00 p.m. 

 

Family Yoga in the Gardens 

October 17, 9:30 a.m. to 10:15 a.m. 

Families are invited to move, breathe, and connect through guided yoga and mindful play in the 

gardens. 

 

Annual Sensory Celebration 

October 24, 1:00 p.m. to 4:00 p.m. 

An inclusive family event featuring art, movement, gardening activities, and self-guided hikes 

and sensory experiences throughout the grounds. 

 

Art in Nature 

November 7, 10:00 a.m. to 12:00 p.m. 

Participants create nature-inspired artwork while enjoying the beauty of the autumn gardens. 

 

Scout Day: Natural Crafting 

November 7, 1:00 p.m. to 2:30 p.m. 

Scouts explore creativity and environmental stewardship through hands-on nature activities and 

outdoor art projects. 

 



 
Santa at Van Vleck 

December 4-6 

• December 4, 1:30 p.m. to 5:30 p.m. 

• December 5, 9:00 a.m. to 2:30 p.m. 

• December 6, 9:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m. 

Families can meet Santa, enjoy festive activities, and capture memorable holiday photos inside 

the beautifully decorated Van Vleck House. 

 

About The Montclair Foundation 

The Montclair Foundation is a 501(c)(3) nonprofit organization dedicated to enriching the 

greater Montclair community through philanthropy, cultural programming, historic 

preservation, education, and public engagement. 

For more than 47 years, The Montclair Foundation has invested in organizations, programs, and 

initiatives that enhance the quality of life for those who live, work, and visit Montclair and its 

surrounding communities. Through grantmaking, community partnerships, and charitable 

giving, the Foundation supports efforts that strengthen the community and create lasting 

impact. 

As the steward of Van Vleck House & Gardens since 1993, The Montclair Foundation is 

committed to preserving one of Montclair's most treasured historic and horticultural landmarks 

while providing meaningful opportunities for learning, inspiration, arts and cultural experiences, 

and community connection. 

The Foundation also serves as a vehicle for individuals and families who wish to make a lasting 

investment in the community's future through charitable contributions, endowed funds, and 

legacy gifts. Together with its donors, partners, volunteers, and supporters, The Montclair 

Foundation is helping to ensure that Montclair continues to thrive for generations to come. 

For event and class registrations and more information about The Montclair Foundation, visit 

montclairfoundation.org. 

http://montclairfoundation.org/

