..'

\ \Weg»
: :
\[d IMG Cl( %Z:ﬁ; ns

THE MONTCLAIR FOUNDATION
_‘\ W) gy r
€ * r 3
&o‘ - L et
%y, &
(N - QLDO
Rowry w0V

Contact: Eileen@montclairfoundation.org April 30, 2025

973-744-4752 ext. 2
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE
25th Anniversary Roses to Rock Gardens Tour
Gain access to 9 private inspiring gardens around Montclair on this popular tour.

Friday, May 30 and Saturday, May 31 at 11 AM - 4 PM

Since The Montclair Foundation/Van Vleck House & Gardens organized the first Roses to Rock
Gardens Tour in 1999, local homeowners have generously volunteered their private gardens to
be included on the tour. The gardens and locations change every year and provide a “peek
behind the hedge” into a variety of garden sizes and styles for hundreds of interested fans of
garden design and architecture. The addresses and descriptions of each garden are not
announced in advance but are in the printed journal that serves as the entrance ticket to the
self-guided tour. Over the years, the locations have been in Montclair, Glen Ridge, Verona, and
West Orange, NJ. This year’s tour will feature 8 gardens in Montclair and 1 in Glen Ridge and will
range from professionally created and maintained gardens to hand-hewn and tended labor of
love gardens. Some gardens highlight hydrangeas and roses in bloom, while some focus on
elaborate rock gardens or statuary.

“What started out as a walk-through of a few rose gardens 25 years ago has blossomed
into a 2 day event featuring 9 beautiful properties curated by devoted owners.”

Cathy Garrity, Roses to Rock Gardens Committee Co-chair and Chairperson of The
Montclair Foundation Board of Trustees

Proceeds from this fundraiser will benefit the upkeep of Van Vleck House and Gardens, which is
free to visit and open from dawn to dusk daily unless noted on the website. Tour-goers often
also tour Van Vleck Gardens when they pick up their journals and get a bonus garden to
compare.

As a special treat for garden enthusiasts, New York Botanical Garden CEO and The William C.
Steere Sr. President Jennifer Bernstein will be our guest speaker on Saturday morning at 9:30
AM at Van Vleck House. Beginning at 9 AM, a light continental breakfast will be available and is
included with the $15 ticket to the talk. Seating is limited and tickets are required.
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Tour journals can be picked up on Friday between 9 AM — 4PM and Saturday between 9AM —
3PM at Van Vleck House, 21 Van Vleck Street, Montclair, NJ 07042. Tickets to this fundraiser
purchased online are $50 for members and $60 for nonmembers. Tickets purchased on Friday
or Saturday during the tour are only available at Van Vleck House and cost $10 more. Each
garden can be visited once during the tour. Pets and children under 12 are not permitted on the
tour out of respect for the property owners.

Tickets at Montclairfoundation.org or https://htru.io/SLNB

About Jennifer Bernstein

Jennifer Bernstein, CEO & The William C. Steere Sr. President, The New York Botanical Garden
Jennifer Bernstein is a proven leader with exceptional management experience in fundraising
and board development for prominent cultural, educational, and environmental organizations.
She leads the world-renowned New York Botanical Garden, as the institution’s CEO and William
C. Steere Sr. President. After joining the Garden in 2021, she launched a new strategic and
comprehensive master site planning process that culminated in Branching Out: A Strategic Plan
for 2024 — 2030. Adopted by the Board of Trustees in November, 2023, Branching Out will
revitalize more than 100 acres of Garden property, enhance its role as a global scientific leader,
and expand programs that support the Bronx community. Additionally, Jennifer has welcomed
ten new trustees to NYBG’s Board and has helped solidify the institution’s financial position.

Jennifer cares deeply about protecting the environment and was especially attracted to the
Garden’s long history in plant research and conservation. Before joining the Garden, Jennifer
was Chief Development Officer and interim Chief Operations Officer at NRDC (Natural Resources
Defense Council). She is now driving NYBG's role as a civic institution that propels the world’s
understanding of the critical role of plants to our lives and to a healthy and thriving natural
world. Jennifer is a member of the Women’s Forum of New York and on the board of the City
University of New York’s Lehman College Foundation. Earlier in her career, Jennifer led
fundraising and development for major New York cultural and educational institutions, including
as leader of advancement at Pace University and in roles at Playwrights Horizon and
Roundabout Theatre.
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