
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 

The Montclair Foundation Announces Fall 2025 Community Grants Supporting Food Security, 
Housing, Mental Health and Well-Being 

Montclair, NJ — [December 2, 2025] — The Montclair Foundation is proud to announce its Fall 2025 
Grant Awards, providing support to 13 nonprofit organizations serving Montclair and neighboring 
communities. This grant cycle reflects the Foundation’s ongoing commitment to strengthening the local 
nonprofit landscape and addressing the most pressing needs facing residents today. 

This fall, the Foundation prioritized organizations working in the areas of food insecurity, homelessness, 
mental health, and well-being, issues that remain central to the health and resilience of our 
community. In recognition of the essential role these organizations play, the Foundation has also 
committed to three-year, multi-year grants for both Human Needs Food Pantry and MESH, offering 
sustained support as they serve some of our most vulnerable neighbors. 

“Our nonprofit partners are on the front lines every day, ensuring that families have food on the table, 
neighbors have a safe place to stay, youth have access to vital services, and seniors can age with 
dignity,” said Peggy Deehan, Grants Committee Chair and Montclair Foundation Board Member. “We 
are honored to support their work and to help build a stronger, more connected Montclair.” 

Fall 2025 Grant Recipients 

Addressing Food Insecurity 

• City Green 
• Human Needs Food Pantry 
• Montclair Community Farms 
• Toni’s Kitchen 

Supporting Mental Health & Well-Being 

• Covenant House (Nancy’s Place) 
• KinderSmile Foundation 
• Montclair Gateway to Aging in Place (mGAP) 
• Oaks Integrated Care/COPE 
• We’ve Got Friends 

Strengthening Housing & Essential Services 

• Family Promise 
• MESH (Montclair Emergency Services for Hope) 
• Montclair Helps 



• Montclair Shared Housing Association (The Montclair Inn) 

A Commitment to Community Strength 

The Montclair Foundation remains dedicated to enriching the quality of life in Montclair by investing in 
local organizations, fostering collaboration, and serving as a resource for nonprofits working to meet 
growing community needs. Through its grantmaking, public programming, and stewardship of Van 
Vleck House & Gardens, the Foundation helps create a place where individuals and families can feel 
supported, connected, and hopeful. 

“We see firsthand how deeply our nonprofit partners care about this community,” added Anita 
Peterson, Chief Development Officer. “Their work is a testament to what can happen when 
compassion, collaboration, and commitment come together.” 

The Foundation will continue its grantmaking efforts in Spring 2026. Applications for Spring will open 
on January 14, 2026. Areas of focus for the Spring are education, community service, and cultural arts. 
Decisions will be announced in mid-April. 

About The Montclair Foundation 

The Montclair Foundation is a 501(c)3 nonprofit organization that awards grants to charitable 
organizations in the greater Montclair area.  In its 46 years of grantmaking, The Montclair Foundation 
has granted over $3.7 million to nonprofit programs that strengthen the quality of life for all who live, 
work, and enjoy Montclair and its environs. 

Equally important to the Foundation is its commitment to the historic preservation and beauty of Van 
Vleck House & Gardens, which it acquired in 1993, and the role it plays in the educational enrichment 
and cultural enjoyment of the community.  The Foundation serves as a vehicle for those who wish to 
make lasting investments in our community’s future through philanthropic contributions and bequests.  


