7
\ ) oD

VanMleck oo

Y (R

For immediate release

Montclair, NJ. October 16, 2025
Contact: Eileen Lundberg
Eileen@montclairfoundation.org
973-744-4752 ext. 2

Generosity and volunteerism celebrated at The Montclair Foundation’s Deck the Halls fundraiser,
Honoring Toni’s Kitchen and Deborah Jeanne Hirsch

November 22, 6:30 PM - 10:00 PM

Each year, The Montclair Foundation/Van Vleck House & Gardens kicks off the holiday season with a celebratory
fundraiser, Deck the Halls. This year’s event honorees will be two important contributors to the Montclair community:
the dynamic Toni’s Kitchen Food Ministry of St. Luke’s Episcopal Church and its Executive Director, Anne Mernin, and
Deborah Jeanne Hirsch, a longtime volunteer and supporter of the Montclair Foundation and area nonprofits. The
festive soirée is usually held at Van Vleck House but this year will take place at Montclair Art Museum to accommodate
more guests to celebrate the honorees. The evening of celebration will include live music, an elaborate cocktail
reception, and a live auction. Tickets to Deck the Halls can be purchased at the Montclair Foundation website. https://
montclairfoundation.org/event/deck-the-halls-2025/

Toni's Kitchen: A Lifeline for Essex County's Underserved

At the heart of Essex County, Toni’s Kitchen continues to be a beacon of hope for individuals and families facing food
insecurity. Rooted in compassion and driven by a mission to serve with dignity, Toni’s Kitchen provides not only
nourishing meals and groceries but also a welcoming space for support and connection.

Founded 43 years ago, what began as a small, grassroots effort has grown into a vital community resource that now
engages over 2,600 dedicated volunteers, all united by a single mission: to ensure that no one in their community goes
to bed hungry.

Through a wide range of programs —from their food pantry to outreach services —Toni’s Kitchen serves thousands each
year. But their work goes beyond food: it’s about building a community where people feel seen, supported, and valued.

The organization’s continued impact is a testament to the tireless efforts of its staff, volunteers, and donors. In a world
where need is great, Toni’s Kitchen stands as a powerful reminder that empathy, community, and shared purpose can
make all the difference.

“The Montclair Foundation has been a proud supporter of Toni’s Kitchen Food Ministry and its Executive
Director, Anne Mernin, for many years. We are delighted to be honoring Toni’s at Deck the Halls this year. We all
know how vital Toni’s is in the fight against food insecurity in our community. | especially admire that Anne
considers the people who come to Toni’s as its guests. Such a great way to show respect for our fellow
Montclairites.”

Cathy Garrity, Board Chair of The Montclair Foundation
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Honoring Deborah Jeanne Hirsch

Deborah Hirsch’s selfless dedication to her community is a testament to the power of volunteerism and the lasting
impact one individual can have on a town. Over the course of several decades, Deborah has devoted countless hours to
organizations that have shaped and enriched the Montclair area. As a passionate volunteer with the Montclair
Foundation, the Garden Club of Montclair, and the Montclair Art Museum, she has worked tirelessly to bring beauty,
culture, and support to the people around her. She has helped create vibrant spaces for residents to engage with the
arts, the environment, and one another. Her commitment to these causes has not only fostered a deeper sense of
community but also served as an inspiring example of what it means to give back.

“Deborah Jeanne Hirsch is known for her warmth, vision, and hands-on involvement. Her philanthropic efforts
have touched countless lives, as she actively supports educational programs, neighborhood outreach, and
cultural enrichment. Deborah is admired for her leadership and ability to inspire others to join her in making a
meaningful difference.”

Meryl Hillsberg, Montclair Foundation Trustee and Chair of Van Vleck House & Gardens Management
Committee

Deck the Halls will be a wonderful evening of community and celebration in Montclair! Everyone is welcome to join in.

The Montclair Foundation is a 501 (c) (3) nonprofit organization and received a Gold Seal of Transparency with Candid/
GuideStar. The Montclair Foundation was established to support not-for-profit organizations that meet health,
educational, cultural, social service and quality of life needs in the greater Montclair community.

For more information, please visit:

Montclair Foundation/Van Vleck House & Gardens Montclairfoundation.org
21 Van Vleck Street, Montclair, NJ 07042

973-744-4752 ext. 2, Eileen@montclairfoundation.org

Toni’s Kitchen Food Ministry slechurch.org/

73 South Fullerton Avenue, Montclair, NJ 07042

Montclair Art Museum, montclairartmuseum.org

3 South Mountain Avenue, Montclair, NJ 07042



